
2. The Kxoe orthography

Since the founder of the Institute of African Studies in Cologne, Oswin

Kohler had spent more than thirty years of research on the investigation of

the language and culture of the Kxoe people, and was among Khoesanists

the widely accepted expert for this language, it went without saying that the

Cologne group followed in his footsteps sorting out the data which he had

left to us as a heritage. Prior to the first field trips, we started with the com-

pilation of a preliminary Kxoe-English/English-Kxoe dictionary (Kilian-Hatz

and Schladt 1997). The lexical data derived from unpublished manuscripts of

Kohler which he had made accessible to the library of our institute and also

from the various publications of Kohler, most of all the three voluminous

publications on the Kxoe language and culture, which are published with the

support of the DFG (German Research Foundation) (Kohler 1989, 1991,

1998).

In compiling the entries for the dictionary, from the beginning there arose

a discussion on the orthography to be used. Without any practical knowledge

about the language only a few basic decisions could be done - all of which

were based on pragmatic reasons.

First of all, we knew that we would not be going to write the click ac-

companiments with Kohler' s orthography as shown in (1) - first because of

technical problems and second because we could not believe that all of them

really existed. First-rate experts who we consulted beforehand such as An-

thony Traill and Rainer Vossen supported our decision.
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Table L The clicks ofKxoe (Kohler 1991: 591)

Click
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